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[F] Since it is a new mark of uncleanness, he is unclean. Lo, if 
it had not been so, he would have been clean. Then this 
accords with the view of R. Simeon b. Laqish. 


[G] For there was the following dispute: If it blossomed 
forth in the case of one who had a dripping boil, 


[H] R. Yohanan said, “He is clean [having been unclean].” 


[I] R. Simeon b. Laqish said, “He is unclean [having been 
clean], since the boil is not a mark of uncleanness (= 
F)] es 


And further did R. Meir say, “A man may go out and gather the 
bones of his father and his mother, because it is a time of rejoicing 
for him” [M. I:5C-D]. 


At first they would collect the bones and bury them in mounds. When 
the flesh had putrefied, they would collect the bones and bury them in 
cedar chests. 


On that day the mourner would engage in the rite of mourning. The 
next day he would rejoice, saying [80d] that his ancestors would free 
him from the rigors of judgment. 


It was taught: He who moves a bier from place to place is not subject 
to [the rite of mourning required when] one gathers bones [of an 
ancestor for secondary burial]. [Merely moving the bier is not part of 
the reburial process. So new fresh rites of mourning are not required, 
e.g., for that day only.] 


Said R. Aha, “That statement which you have laid down applies to a 
bier made of marble. But as to one made of wood [in which case there 
will have been putrefaction of the bier itself], the person is subject to 
[carry out rites of mourning involved when] one gathers bones [of an 
ancestor for secondary burial].” 


Said R. Yosé, “Even in the case of a bier made of wood, [there is no 
consideration of the rite of mourning required when one] gathers bones 
[of an ancestor for secondary burial].” 


What constitutes the act of gathering bones [for secondary burial]? 
They carry the skeleton, wrapped in sheets, from one place to another. 


And so it has been taught: Gathering up the bones means that one 
collects the bones once the flesh has putrefied. 


